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To,
Indian Ports Association,
1"t Floor, South Tower, NBCC Place,
Bhishman Pitamah Marg, todhi Road,
New Delhi- 1 10003.

Dear Sir,

As you are aware that the National Maritime Day is celebrated every year on 5fr April in
commemoration of the maiden voyage of ttre hrst Indian Vessel "S. S. LOYLTY" owned by M/s.
Scindia Steam Navigation Company from Mumbai to London on Sth April, 1919. The National
Maritime Day recognizes the services of seafarers and services of persons and organizations
connected with promotion and development of national maritime industry by giving them
awards, scholarship and facilitations.

2. The'I,{ational Maritime Day' (NMD) synonymous with the Merchant Navy Week'is
proposed to be observed from the 30e March, 2026 (Monday) to sft April, 2026 (Sunday). As
you al1 are aware that that as suggested by Ministry of Home Affais and Ministry of Ports,
Shipping & Waterways, Govt. of India, the NMDC (Central) Committee reduced the number of
Awards by continuing three (03) 'lndividual - based Awards' and changed the others
'Institution/ Entity based Awards' into ranking system. On this occasion, foliowing awards will
be given.

3. ht ther lt ls clso to lnforln that as per the dl"ectlon ol Ann,s,try of Home Alfolrs,
Gotte ol Indla; the new detelopment ls lntroduced from thls gear onwqrd,. The
appllcc;tlon for the belou mentloned three Sagar Samman Aut4td.s shall only be
submitted through 'Ra'shtrla(I Purc.sk(If PorAo.l (Natlonal Awtd Porl,al
httlt s : //eut ards. g oa. ln).

(U "Sagar SaEEan Varune Award": This is the highest category of such awards, granted
for consistently exceptional and outstandingly all-round and leadership contributions made by
an individual in the maritime sector, over time. The award would consist of a statue of Lord
Varuna, Certificate and a Citation.

l2l "Sagar Samman Award for E:rcellence": This is the second highest category of such
awards, granted for meritoriously excellent contributions, of a very high order, made all-round
and consistently by an individual in the maritime sector, over time. The award would consist
of a Ship Model, Certficate and a Citation.

{3) "Sagar SamEan Award for Gallantry': This award is recognition of an exceptional act
of outstanding bravery demonstrated in extraordinarily adverse circumstances in a maritime
situation, including at risk to one's life.

C/o Directorate Generat of Shipping (Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways, Govt' of lndia)

9* Ftoor, BETA Buitding, l-Think Techno Campus, l(anjurmarg (East), Mumbai - 4OOo42.
fel O?2-Ei#faeex-- Email lD - nmdc-dgs@nic.in

Date:. 24.12.2025

Sub: Nomination for SaEar Sammaa Awards - 2o26-reg.

4. It is therefore, requested that nomtnation(s) from gour orgonization for tfLe r.anklng
system /Sr. No. 1 to Sr. No. 6) listed belotu lor the perlod 7't Janudry 2025 to 37'. Decenbet
2O25 may kindlg be sent to us separatelg u-tith full d.etaits of nominees latest bA 2&h Februa.nt.



2026' so trnt the same can be examined and evaruated. ba th.e commi,ee, appointed for thepurpose. The nomination receiued afier tE due d.ate tuiu not i" 
"on"ia"r.i 

ji/.ffti.r_;* '

tu "Recogultloa of oubtardhg uartjtne Trar,,hg l!86tute8',: This w l be by way offormal recognition of the exceptional contributions made-\ three such .rrtiti.", i., eain'or trretlree ident'ified categories, for advancing the cause of human resource deveropment and skilrup-gradation.

l2l 'Recogaitloa of outata.'r:-ng ladtaa gLrp-orarng conpanres,: This will be by way offormal recognition of the all-round and consistlnt .o.rtlbrtio'.r" -"a" uv 
-tt 

r""-or-irr. u.",Indian ship-owning companies for progressing the cause of the Indian -".it "rrt-"hilp-in[ 
n"g,including tonnage and maritime safety & security and marine environmentar pouutioi-coritrol.

(31 "Recogduon of outstradr'rg Indrar EDployer of seafgrer,: This will be by way offormal recognition of the consistently outstanding iontributions made by trr."" oi"trr. u""tIndian employers for advancing the overall welfare of seafarers, inituaing "..atil., of
sustainable employment opportunities.

(41 "Recognluor of outstandrng Forelgn Employer of Indlaa seafarers-: This will be by
way of formal recognition of the consistenfly outstanding contributions made by three of the
best foreign employers of Indian seafarers, in each of the three identilied Jategories, for
advancing the overall welfare of seafarers, including creation of sustainable eiployment
opportunities.

(51 "Recognluor of outstandlng l[dlalr port': This vrill be by way of formal recognition of
the consistently outstanding contributions made by three of the best Indian Ports thro-ugh their
best-in-class and globally oriented infrastructure, operational efliciencies, benchmarks,
innovations and best practices.

(61 "Recogaltloa of outstaadirg Indlal Terrr.hal.: This will be by way of formal
recognition of the consistently outstanding contributions made by three of the best Indian
Termina.ls tirough their best-in-class and globally oriented infrastructure, operational
efliciencies, benchmarks, inlovations and best practices.

5. The National Maritime Day Celebrations (Central) Committee invites nominations for
awarding the above categories to eminent persons/ companies eligibte as mentioned above and
to confer the same to the recipients on the occasion of the 63rd National Maritime Day
Celebrations (Main Function) on Stt Aprll 2O26 (Suadayl.

6. For further information with regard to guidelines on the above ranking system awards,
you may kindly visit our website namely deshipoins.qov.in so as to download the guidelines.

Yours fai

(Dr. S S.
Deputy Director General of Shipping &

Member Secretary, NMDC (Central) Committee.
Tel:O22-25752012

Email: nmdc-dg@nic. in
Encl: As above.
Copy to: DDG (E-Gov) wittr a request to upload the Guidelines for NMDC Award 2026 on DGS
website.


