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NATIONAL MARI TIME VARUNA AWARI)

A Marine Engineer by qualification, Mr. Arun Sharma, Executive
Chairman, Indian Register of Shipping, born on26th January 1948, passed out
of DMET Calcutta in 1969 and commenced his sea career. He rose to the rank of
Chief Engineer in 1974 and came ashore in 1978 by joining the Shipping
Corporation oflndia.

He rapidly rose to head the Gas Carrier and Chemical Carrier department.
His senior management roles include Vice President - Commercial and

Operations with Varun Shipping Company, President of Great Eastern Shipping,
and President & CEO of India Steamships. He has served on the board of Indian
National Shipowners' Association and on the Asia Committees of Lloyd's
Register, American Bureau of Shipping and Det Norske Veritas. He was the

Chairman of Strategy Committee of IACS and head of Small Group on Quality
Policy (SGQP). Mr. Sharma has held the position of IACS Chairman from I st

July 2019 to 30th June 2020 and is currently the Mce Chairman of IACS.

He had specialization in the field of Classification Societies, Shipping
Cornpanies, Commercial and Operations of Shipping Company, Technical
Management of Gas Carriers and Chemical Carriers.

Throughout his extensive experience, his approach has always been on

managing companies at the highest quality standards, keeping up with the latest

technology, training and positioning right people in the right places.

In appreciation of his consistently exceptional and outstandingly all-
round and leadership contributions to the Indian and International Maritime
Sector, the National Maritime Day Celebrations (Central) Committee confers
the NATIONAL MARITIME VARUNA AWARD, the highest category of
such awards to Mr. Arun Sharma on this day, the 5th April, 2021.This award
comprises of a statue of Lord Varuna and a Citation.

Mcmbcr Secrctary NMDU (fl)Committcc &
Deputy Director General of Shipping

(Dr. Raut Pandurang)
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NATIONAL MARITIME AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE

A Marine Engineer by qualification, Mr Raghuvir Chand Bhavnani, Adviser
to The Viswa Group of Companies, born on 2lst March 1943, Graduate of
Marine Engineering College, Kolkata in 1964 has further perused Bachelor of
Arts from Osmania University, Bachelor of law from Bombay University,
Combined First Class of Competency - Steam and Motor ( DOTI ,U.K.). He
worked with various Indian and British shipping companies including three
years as chief engineer on passenger ships and very large crude carriers in his
approximately ten years of sea career.

He retired as Country Manager of American Bureau of Shipping which is a
maritime classification society. He was a member of IACS, Chairman of
Mumbar Branch of Institute of Marine Engineers (India) UMEI], Chairman of
INMARCO (lnternational Maritime Conference and Exhibition) 1998,
President of IMEI 2005-2007, Founder Chairman of Board of Examination for
Seafarers which is a collaborative unit of the IMEI and CMMI, formed in 2005
and authorized by the Directorate General of Shipping to conduct'All India Exit
Examination' for trainees passing out of pre-sea training institutes for ratings
(GP and CCMC).

He had specialization in the flelds of Ship Structures, Marine Engineering,
Marine Fuels, etc. He made presentation on environmental issues at various
international forums. Throughout his extensive experience he always served
with great professional pride and sense of commitment in whatever activity he
was involved.

In appreciation ofhis exceptional and meritoriously excellent contributions, of a
very high order, made all-round and consistently, the National Maritime Day
Celebrations (Central) Committee confers the NATIONAL MARITIME
AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE, the second highest category of such awards,
to Mr Raghuvir Chand Bhavnani on this day, the 5th April, 2021. This award
comprises ofa Ship

Member Secretary, NMDC (C) Committcc &
Dcputy Director General of Shipping

(Dr. Raut Pandurang)

s8,NNATIONAL MARITIME DAY CELEBRATIONS _ 2021
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NATIONAL MARITIME AWARD FOR GALLANTRY
At 1600 LT. on 2"" December,2020. an uncle and a nephew, aged 37 and 27 expected nothing
morc than a miracle to happen after their fishing boat sank at in treacherous straits of Torres

known for the proximity of Shallow waters around the Recfs and the flow of very strong Tidal
currents. changing the directions of the flow quite frequently by the strong Winds. They prayed

thc ahnighty clinging onto a petrol drun and a piece of wood that drifted 16 Nautical Milcs
during thc night.

A large Afframax tanker was coming in a heavy torrential rainfall and with very poor visibility
to a tight turn between the shallows of the Archer's Shoal and the Kircaldie, Reef and sighted a

fieckG ofhand rnovements in the rough weather conditions at 0715 LT on 3'n December, 2020.

The risk of running over the people in water or getting someone trapped in the Ship's propeller

was very strong. If this would have happened then the Pilot faced the risk of being persecuted

for his life time under the charges ofthe culpable homicide, as per the law ofthe land.

Without a moment's hesitation the Pilot turned the vessel other way and commenced the rescue

straight away and immediately sent a Mayday Call to alert other rescue crafts. The sight of the

survivors was lost 3 tirnes but the Pilot continued his search and rescue.

He could have waited for the rescue tearn to arrive but the time gap posed a big risk of thc

predator Sharks reaching the survivors first. Finally, the pilot took the decision to maneuver the

whole ship towards the survivors knowing very well that his whole career would be at stake if
there was any damage to the ship due to shallow water.

The approach of a big ship drive sharks much away from the proximity of the survivors. The

smoke marker given to survivors provided an additionai advantage for locating the position at a

greater distance to the approaching rescue crafts.

He skillfully brought the ship extremely closer to the survivors, at about lto 1.5 rneters

distance, so that they could easily catch the buoy thrown offthe ship and rescued one. Both the

survivors were secured to the buoy, with the ship's propeller safely stopped and ship doing bare

minimum speed.

This rescue operation was carried outby the Captain Ritesh Bhamaria onboard MT Godam
with 100%successrate.

In recognition of an exceptional act of outstanding bravery demonstrated in extraordinarily
adverse circumstances in a maritime situation, including at risk to one's life, the National
Maritimc Day Celebrations (Central) Cornmittee takes pride in bestowing the NATIONAL
MARITIME AWARD FOR GALLANTRY to AMSA Maritime Pilot Captain Ritesh
Bhamaria onboard MT Godam on this day. the 5th April, 202lThis award will comprise a

Trophy and a Citation.

Member Secrctary, NMDC (C) Committee &
Deputy Director General of Shipping

(Dr. Raut Pandurang)

sS,NNATIONAL MARITIME DAY CELEBRATIONS - 2021
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NATIONAL MARITIME A\ryARD FOR

BEST MARITIME TRAINING INSTITUTE

To engage the students in innovative and path-breaking ways, to ignite and

enhance their latent competence, as well as to provide them up-graded gainfully
employable skill-sets shall be the vision of all Maritime Training Institutes
(Mrr).

The Great Eastern Institute of Maritime Studies, Pune is a Directorate
Generalof Shipping approved MTI since 3rd May, 2005.Among the others, this
MTI imparts the maritime pre-sea training for the courses like Basic Safety
Training, Diploma in Nautical Science, Electro Technical Officers, Graduate
Marine Engineering.

This MTI has performed very well in various aspects like Infrastructure Facility,
Maintenance and Ambience, Student Intake Quality, Overall Performance and

Management, Faculty and Human Resource Development, Student
Development Programmes (Personality and Acadernics) and Placement for
Shipboard Training.

After taking into consideration of the Accrued Credit Points, Percentage Credit
and Grade scored of the Comprehensive Inspection Programme (CIP) records of
last three years, this MTI has excelled in all parameters. On an average for last
three years, it has scored 98.19 Percentage Creditpoints andA I Grading.

In recognition of its exceptional contributions for advancing the cause of human
resource development and skill, National Maritime Day Celebrations
Committee confers the NATIONAL MARITIME AWARD FOR BEST
MARITIME TRAINING INSTITUTE to The Great Eastern Institute of
Maritime Studies, Pune on this day, the 5th April 2021. This award comprises
ofa Trophy and a Citation.

Member Secretary, NMDC (C) Committee &
Dcputy Dircctor Gcncral of Shipping

(Dr. Raut Pandurang)

sS.NNATIONAL MARITIME DAY CELEBRATIONS _ 2021
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NATIONAL MARITIME AWARD FOR

BEST FOREIGN EMPLOYER OF INDIAN SEAFARERS

The rnoving monuments of the high seas require people of indornitable courage,

high caliber and outstanding capabilities to rnanoeuvre them. Indian seafarers

are known to be among the best in the world for their quality, performance and

competence, as a result of which, foreign shipping companies are employing
increasing number of experienced and professionally qualified Indian Officers
and Ratings on their ships. They are the most sought after world over when it
comes to operate specialized ships and critical equipment. They operate

specialized and modern vessels including state-of-the art container ships, oil,
chemical and gas tankers.

Anglo Eastern Ship Management Pvt. Ltd has performed it's best in various

aspects like Average No. of slots on board ships for Indian Seafarers, Retention

rate of seafarers, responses in maritime contingencies, handling of grievances,

seafarers continuous professional development, employment of Indian women

seafarers. etc.

In recognition of the consistently outstanding contributions made by a foreign

employer for advancing the overall welfare of seafarers including creation of
sustainable ernployment opportunities, National Maritime Day Celebrations

Committee confers the NATIONAL MARITIME AWARD FOR BEST

FOREIGN EMPLOYER OF INDIAN SEAFARERS to Anglo Eastern Ship

Management Pvt. Ltd. on this day, the 5th April 2021. This award comprises of
a Trophy and a Citation.

Membsr Secretary NMDC (C) Committee &
Deputy Dircctor General of Shipping

(Dr. Raut Pandurang)
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